Gateway Senior High School

Course Syllabus

Course: English Nine




Length of course: One Year

Department: English




Periods/week: Five

Instructors: Eve Dudek


    
              Units of Credit: One

I. General Course Objectives:

The student will be able to:

A. Use effective research and management skills, including locating primary and secondary sources of information with traditional and emerging library techniques.

B. Read and use a variety of methods to make sense of various kinds of complex issues.

C. Respond orally and in writing to information and ideas gained by reading narrative and informational texts and using the information and ideas to make decisions and solve problems.

D. Write for a variety of purposes including narrating, informing, and persuading.

E. Analyze and make critical judgments about all forms of communications, separating fact from opinion, recognizing propaganda, stereotypes and statements of bias, recognizing inconsistencies, and judging the validity of evidence.

F. Exchange information orally, including understanding and giving spoken instructions, asking and answering questions appropriately and promoting effective group communications.

G. Listen to and understand complex oral messages and identify their purpose, structure, use, etc.

H. Compose and deliver oral presentations designed to persuade, inform, or describe.

I. Apply and interpret literary elements and devices used by the author in order to make meaning within a variety of texts.

II. Course Content 

This course teaches students to become successful learners and thinkers through the integrated process of reading, writing, and speaking.  The following overview has been established to prevent students with approximate course content and coverage timelines.  Revisions may occur at any time due to the mastery level of the class.

A. Introduction  
a. The Right Start Program

b. Computer Lab and Writing Center Orientations

B. Short Story / Non-Fiction Units 
C. Classic Tradition

a. Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
D. Novel/ Drama /Epic Poem  (Subject to Change)
Great Expectations                                       by Charles Dickens
Animal Farm



by George Orwell

The Odyssey 



by Homer
Mythology



by Edith Hamilton
E. Writer’s Workshops / Compositions – Throughout the school year 
Narration

Description

Persuasion

Creative Expression

Lit. Analysis
Research

Exposition

Self-Assessment


F. Vocabulary Study – Throughout the school year 
G. Research Project and Paper: MLA Documentation 
H. Oral Presentation/Interpretation 
I. Grammar/Usage/Punctuation Workshops – Throughout the school year 
III. Learning Activities

A. Individual and group activities

B. Reading assignments

C. Writing Assignments

D. Dramatic and oral presentations

E. Lectures

F. Writing Workshops

G. Discussions

H. Library research

I. Handouts

J. Role-play activity

K. Stories and characterization on CD to develop imagination and “good listener” techniques

L. Vocabulary Development

M. Periodic journal writing

N. Audio visual tapes, filmstrips, and films

O. Computer word processing and internet activity

P. Writing Center activities

Q. Turnitin.com

IV. Procedures for Evaluation

A. Compositions

B. Essay Exams

C. Quizzes

D. Special Projects

E. Homework

F. Discussion

G. Teacher observation and questioning

H. Turnitin.com

***Note: The English Dept. will be using Turnitin.com again this year.  Students will submit writing to Turnitin.com as per the teacher’s instructions.  We will review the plagiarism program and the types of plagiarism in class.  If a student does not understand what constitutes plagiarism, it is his/her responsibility to ask for clarification/assistance. ***

V. Determination of Grade

The district grading scale is as follows:
90 – 100%   = A

80 – 89%     = B

70 – 79%     = C

60 – 69 %    = D

59% or less = F

VI. Texts used in the English 9 Course:

Prentice Hall Literature: Language and Literacy.  New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2010.

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar.  New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2010.

