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Name _______________________
Period ________________
                                                 Due Date              Page                My Score
	
	up to 25
	

	
	up to 48
	

	
	up to 68
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	up to 91
up to 110
	

	
	up to 129  
	

	
	Finish book
	




	Part One:

_____________   (     ) Serenity 

_____________ (     ) Clarified

____________ (     ) Melancholy

____________ (     ) Exploitation

_____________ (     ) Awe


	

	Part Two:

_____________ (     ) Rationalize

_____________ (     ) Tyranny

_____________ (     ) Contempt

_____________ (     ) Disperse

_____________(     ) Manifested


	

	Part Three:
_____________(     ) Desolation

_____________(     ) Perpetual

_____________(     ) Vital

_____________(     ) Avenge

__________(     ) Incomprehensible
	


 


	Character Name
	Characterization
	Static or Dynamic?

	Guy Montag


	
	

	Mildred


	
	

	Clarisse


	
	

	Beatty


	
	

	
Mechanical Hound


	
	

	Faber


	
	

	Granger


	
	


10 Ray Bradbury predictions that came true

The literary, tech and thinking worlds are mourning the loss of Ray Bradbury, the revered science-fiction writer who died Wednesday at age 91. Bradbury, best known for his 1953 novel “Fahrenheit 451,” used his imagination to take a hard look at a world locked in a growing love affair with technology. His stories examined what humanity gained — and lost — by being plugged-in.

Here are some of Bradbury’s more prescient predictions.

— The people in the “Fahrenheit 451″ society sport “seashells” and “thimble radios,” which bear a striking resemblance to earbuds and Bluetooth headsets.

— Members of that futuristic society are also as obsessed with their large, flat-screen televisions as are today’s technophiles, and the viewing screens in Bradbury’s stories often take up an entire wall.

— In fact, the novel mentions that people are talking to their friends through the digital wall — the same terminology that Facebook would use years later for the digital hub that enables friends to post and see messages.

— The loneliness that can come from constantly paying attention to the screens around you, rather than the life around you, is a prevalent theme in Bradbury’s work. He explored it in his short story “The Pedestrian,” in which protagonist Leonard Mead is arrested for the crimes of taking a walk and not owning a television.

Far ahead of the research and analyses that have spawned books on the effects of technology overload, such as Sherry Turkle’s “Alone Together,” Bradbury outlined how he feared that televisions would change the world.

In this passage, he compares a neighborhood of television-watchers to a tomb:

He “would see the cottages and homes with their dark windows, and it was not unequal to walking through a graveyard where only the faintest glimmers of firefly light appeared in flickers behind he windows. Sudden gray phantoms seemed to manifest upon inner room walls where a curtain was still undrawn against the night, or there were whisperings and murmurs where a window in a tomblike building was still open.”

— “The Pedestrian” also features a self-driving — and self-thinking — car, which arrests and commits the protagonist to a mental hospital. While far less advanced and much less sinister, self-driving cars are on U.S. roads as part of a Google project. As of last month, Google’s cars, which are clearly marked, can legally drive on Nevada’s roads and highways as long as two people are in the vehicle during the tests.

— The idea of electronic surveillance also popped up in Bradbury’s work way before closed-circuit television became a fixture in cities around the world. He was early in warning people about how surveillance could be abused — worries that echo today.

— Bradbury’s criticism of the coverage of live media events in “Fahrenheit 451″ is fodder for media critics’ columns today. Bradbury disparaged constant, sensationalized news.

— Bradbury also envisioned automated banking machines in the novel. The machines bear a striking similarity to ATMs and provide 24-hour financial information to users.

— In “I Sing the Body Electric!” and other stories, Bradbury explored artificial intelligence and the philosophical implications of advancements in AI that could perhaps produce thinking, feeling machines.

— Books aren’t banned — thank goodness — in today’s society, but reading a paper-and-glue version of a story isn’t as common as it once was. Bradbury loved physical books and did not allow “Fahrenheit 451″ to be published as an e-book until November, London’s Guardian reported.

Bradbury once said that e-books “smell like burned fuel,” but he allowed his classic to be published digitally because it wouldn’t be possible to have a new contract without e-book rights.

— Finally, Bradbury made an imprint on the future. In his story “Sound of Thunder,” he portrayed how changing one small thing in history could have larger, unpredictable effects on what was to come. A man on a safari to the past steps on a butterfly, and the insect’s death drastically changes the future.

After the story was published, its turning point entered the modern lexicon, referred to as the “butterfly effect.”


Fahrenheit 451

Part 1:

“The Hearth and 

the Salamander”


Serenity 

Clarified

Melancholy

Exploitation

Awe

“The Hearth and the Salamander “ 1-24

1.  On page 3, what does Montag compare his hands to?

2.  What is significant of Montag’s premonitions on pages 4 and 5?

3. Write down a quote that you think best characterizes Montag and give the page number.

4. Name two different ways that Clarisse and Montag are different.


~ 


~ 

5. Give five descriptive words that describes Montag’s homecoming on page 11.

6.  What happened to Midred?

7. What is the significance of the following quote from page 15, “As I said, you take out the old and put in the new and you’re okay”?

8.How did Mildred act in the morning?  What does that say about her character?

9. During their second meeting, what does Clarisse do that bothers Montag?
10. Describe why Clarisse is considered “different”, and why she is seeing a psychiatrist.

“The Hearth and the Salamander”  24-48

1.  How does the mechanical dog react to Montag?

2. What does the existence of the mechanical dog say about the society that Montag lives in?

3. What is one significant thing that Clarisse’s uncle says?

4. What kind of things does Clarisse do that others would consider “strange”?

5. Is Clarisse social or anti-social?  Please explain your answer.

6. What happened to the man whose library was “fixed”?

7.  Define insanity according to Beatty.

8. When do most fires occur and why?

9. How does Mildred refer to the people in the walls?  What does that say about her character?

10. What happened when Montag had to go to the old woman’s house, and how was this call different?

11. What question does Montag ask that neither he nor Mildred know the answer to?

12. What happened to Clarisse?
“The Hearth and the Salamander”  48-68

1. Who is “the bunch”?

2. Write a couple of sentences discussing the differences between Montag’s reaction to burning the old woman and Mildred’s.

3. Who shows up when Montag starts to question his job and motives?  

4. Discuss the ironic undertones in Beatty’s lecture.  How is it ironic?

5.  What does Mildred uncover when she is cleaning up?  How do the three people each react to the discovery?

6. What does Beatty say was Clarisse’s problem?  What does this say a bout the society that Montag lives in?

7. How did Mildred respond when Montag revealed all of the books to her?  What does this say about her character?

8. What is trailing the Montag’s?  What does this mean? Of what literary device is this  an example?
9.  What kind of person is Beatty, and how do you know?

10.  What do you think is going to happen next?

You must use the five vocabulary words within your answers to the following questions. Please underline the words.

Serenity –Clarified—Melancholy—Exploitation--Awe

11.  Write a prediction about the text.    
12.  What strikes you most about the text so far?  (Images, themes, ideas, characters…)

13.  With which character do you feel the most connection with?

14.  What do you notice about time so far in the text?  

	
Theme
	QUOTES (with page number!)
	REACTION/CONNECTION/ QUESTIONS… Why does it fit theme/what does it SAY about it?

	1.
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	

	4.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


F451 Part: 1 ` 
The Sieve and the Sand

Fahrenheit 451, Part 2
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Rationalize

Tyranny

Contempt

Disperse

Manifested

The Sieve and the Sand Pg. 71-91
1.  Discuss the striking difference between Mildred and Clarisse at the beginning of this part.

2. Why do you think Mildred is having such a hard time reading?  Write a quote that supports your statement.

3. What does Montag think the books will answer?  What does this say about society today?

4. Who is Faber, and how does Montag know him?

5. What is the significance of Montag’s question in the middle of page 77?  Why does Millie’s answer make him ant to cry?

6. What is the significance of “the sieve and the sand”?  What does this represent for Montag?

7. How do the patrons react to Montag’s behavior on the train?  What is spooky about how the people respond to the commercial on the radio?

8. Where is Montag’s final destination?

9.  What is the significance of the following quote from page 81, “No,” said Montag.  “My wife’s dying.  A friend of mine is already dead.  Someone who may have been a friend was burnt less than twenty-four hours ago.”

10.  Why does Faber call Montag a “hopeless romantic” on page 82?

11.  How does Faber feel about television and the media?  How does this make him different from everybody else?

12.  Who are Montag and Faber going to frame to bring books back into the open?  Do you think this is a good idea?  Why or why not?

13.  According to Faber, what will bring the world back to books?

14.  What does Faber compare himself and Montag to on page 91?

“The Sieve and the Sand” Pg.  91-110
1.  What do Montag and Faber do to prevent Montag from turning back into a “drone”?

2.    What did Montag do that really annoyed Mildred and her friends?  How do the women react?

3.  What is so weird about Mrs. Phelps?

4.  What is ironic about what Mrs. Phelps says at the top of page 65?

5.  What is the significance of the following quote, “You heave them into the ‘parlor’ and turn the switch.  It’s like washing clothes: stuff the laundry in and slam the lid.”

6.  How did the women choose the next president, and how does Montag react?

7. What is significant about the poem that Montag reads to the ladies?

8. On pages 102 and 103, what does Montag compare his relationship with Faber to?  How is this significant?

9.  What is ironic about Beatty’s debate with Montag in the firehouse?

10.  Where did the salamander stop?  

11.  Who do you think turned Montag in?

12.  Use the vocabulary words:  Rationalize, Tyranny, Contempt, Disperse, Manifested

to describe how Montag is changing.  How do you, as a reader, feel about this change?  Please underline the words.

	
Theme
	QUOTES (with page number!)
	REACTION/CONNECTION/ QUESTIONS… Why does it fit theme/what does it SAY about it?

	1.
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	

	4.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


F451 Part 2
Burning Bright

Fahrenheit 451, Part 3
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Desolation

Perpetual

Vital

Avenge

Incomprehensible 

Burning Bright  Pg. 113-129
1.  What warning did Beatty send to Montag?

2. Discuss the difference between Montag’s opinion of Clarisse and Beatty’s.

3. Give an example from the text that shows how Beatty feels about himself and his position.

4. Who turned Montag in?  Hoe does Montag now feel about the house?

5. What does Montag do to Beatty once he discovers the ear piece from Faber? 

6. Who attacked Montag?  What happened as a result?

7. How does Montag feel about killing Beatty?  Please give a quote to support your answer.

8.  We have seen examples of Montag stating that his hands perform the actions, not him.  How is this evident in this chapter?

9. Who came after Montag in a car?  How is that both shocking and realistic?

10. Where does Montag go for sanctuary (safety)?

Burning Bright Pg. 130-150
1. How does Faber react to what Montag has done?  

2. Where does Faber tell Montag to go?  

3. What is the significance of the police chase?

4.  What is interesting about Faber having a T.V. monitor in his study?

5. Name some things Montag tells Faber to do to avoid being discovered.

6. What is so weird about what happened on page 138?  Can you think of any examples of something like that happening in real life?

7. On page 141, Montag comes to the realization that everything burns.  What is the significance of this?

8. What did Montag realize once he got to the old railroad tracks?

9. How does the government end the chase scene?  Do you think this ending was inevitable?  Why or why not?

Burning Bright Pg. 150-165
1. How does the image of fire change for Montag?

2. What happens to the city?

3. What does Montag suddenly remember?

4. How does the image of the phoenix represent mankind on page 163?

5.  Name two things you thought were interesting about the afterward. (Optional) 

6. Using the vocabulary form this section, desolation, perpetual, vital, avenge, incomprehensible, write a response to the text.  What message is Bradbury making? What warning is giving society?  Do you agree with this?  Why/Why not? (Underline your vocab words)

	
Theme
	QUOTES (with page number!)
	REACTION/CONNECTION/ QUESTIONS… Why does it fit theme/what does it SAY about it?

	1.
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	

	4.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


F451 Part: 3


Instructions: When we started this book and unit, you thought about where you stood on issues of censorship, technology, conformity, media and  independent thought.  Now that you’ve read the title, critical articles and current events, WHERE DO YOU STAND?  Explore these statements with consideration of the text and unit as a whole.

· Technology’s increasing capabilities are very positive.
· Over years, books have become less important and less needed; in the future, they may be obsolete (unnecessary)

· Censorship is beneficial when properly implemented 
· In today’s society, television rules people’s lives.

· The future is bound to be better than the present. 
· It is better for people to agree with the majority rather than be the only voice of opposition 
· To be happy, one must enjoy and believe in what he does for a living. 
· Being true to one’s self often involves being willing to face fears and take risks.  

Discussion Questions:

1. Montag comes to learn that “firemen are rarely necessary”

because “the public itself stopped reading of its own accord.”

Bradbury wrote his novel in 1953: To what extent has his

prophecy come true today?
2. Clarisse describes a past that Montag has never known: one

with front porches, gardens, and rocking chairs. What do these

items have in common, and how might their removal have

encouraged Montag’s repressive society?
3. “Don’t look to be saved in any one thing, person, machine, or

library,” Faber tells Montag. “Do your own bit of saving, and if

you drown, at least die knowing you were headed for shore.”

How good is this advice?
4. One of the most significant of the many literary allusions in

Fahrenheit 451 occurs when Montag reads Matthew Arnold’s

poem “Dover Beach.” What is the response of Mildred’s friends,

and why does Montag kick them out of his house?

5. It may surprise the reader to learn that Beatty is quite well

read. How can Beatty’s knowledge of and hatred for books be

reconciled?
6. Unlike Mrs. Hudson, Montag chooses not to die in his house

with his books. Instead he burns them, asserting even that “it

was good to burn” and that “fire was best for everything!” Are

these choices and sentiments consistent with his character? Are

you surprised that he fails to follow in her footsteps?

7. Beatty justifies the new role of firemen by claiming to be

“custodians of [society’s] peace of mind, the focus of [the]

understandable and rightful dread of being inferior.” What does

he mean by this, and is there any sense that he might be right?
8. How does the destruction of books lead to more happiness and

equality, according to Beatty? Does his lecture to Montag on the

rights of man sound like any rhetoric still employed today?
9. Why does Montag memorize the Old Testament’s Ecclesiastes

and the New Testament’s Revelation? How do the final two

paragraphs of the novel allude to both biblical books?

10. Are there any circumstances where censorship might play a

beneficial role in society? Are there some books that should be

banned?
 If you had to memorize a single book or risk its extinction, which

book would you choose?  Why? 

"There is nothing more frightening than active ignorance."


-Goethe








Study guide should be completed for each due date





Fahrenheit 451 was published in 1953, the year the Korean War ended. The memory of Hitler’s atrocities and World War II was less than a decade old. The Cold War, meanwhile, had hardened into a standoff. In 1952 the United States tested a hydrogen bomb, and the Soviet Union followed suit a year later. 
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How old was Ray Bradbury when he died?





What is a prevalent theme in Bradbury’s work?








Can you think of a modern example of how surveillance is abused?








List three inventions Bradbury predicted?











What is  the “butterfly effect?”
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