Literary Studies




       Name: _______________________________
Mrs. Dudek
Fahrenheit 451 Pre-Reading Web quest
Before starting Fahrenheit 451, you must become familiar with the novel’s background, as well as allusions and social references that permeate the novel. For each item below, give an appropriate definition, one that is written in your own words. Do not simply assume you know the definition! Look it up! You may work with a partner, but each person needs their own sheet filled out.

1. When was Fahrenheit 451 written (Google this)? What else was going on during this time period (think about society and post-war emotions)? http://learningenglish.voanews.com/content/a-23-2007-02-21-voa2-83135362/128048.html
2. What genre of writing does the novel fall into (more specific than science fiction)? Why?

3. Censorship (http://gilc.org/speech/osistudy/censorship/ or http://www.aclu.org/free-speech/censorship)
a) Definition:

b) Reasons why people censor material:

c) Ways people censor:

4. According to the American Library Association (ALA), Fahrenheit 451 is on the “Top Banned/ Challenged Books” list. (http://www.ala.org/advocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged/challengedbydecade/2000_2009)

Animal Farm, The Great Gatsby, and Catcher in the Rye (the book we read next) are on that same list. Does that surprise you? Why might these books be on there? Tie your answer into censorship

Use a reliable dictionary/ encyclopedia to define the following terms:

5. Utopia 
6. Dystopia

7. First Amendment 

8. American Dream 

9. Phoenix 

10. Salamander (mythology, not biology)
11. sieve

12. hearth

13. totalitarian 
14. Book of Ecclesiastes/ Book of Revelations 

15. Big Brother (not older sibling OR the tv show)
16. intellectual freedom 
Part II: 
Explore the following sites for information on the kinds of historical censorship Ray Bradbury discusses in Fahrenheit 451: 
Step I: The burning of Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley 
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Latimer_Ridley_Cranmer.htm http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/269.html 
1. Why were they burned at the stake? 

2. Why was Latimer confident that they were doing the right thing? 

3. Why would it be important to remind people of this history? 

Step II: Nazi Book Burning 
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/media_ph.php?lang=en&ModuleId=10005852&MediaId=3535 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/goebbels/peopleevents/e_book.html 
4. In what way might these images have inspired Bradbury to write Fahrenheit 451? 
5. Why did it happen? 
6. Could it happen again? Explain. 

7. How might it have inspired Bradbury to write Fahrenheit 451? 

Step III: McCarthyism and Blacklisting in Hollywood---Each link takes you to a page that tells a small part of the story. You will need to look at several of the pages to get a complete picture. 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/episodes/arthur-miller/mccarthyism/484/ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hollywood_blacklist www.english.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/blacklist.html 
8. Why did this happen? 

9. When did this happen? 

10. Could it happen again? Explain. 
Part III
Warning Labels on CD’s: 
http://www.atg.wa.gov/teenconsumer/buying_goods_and_services/parental_advisory_labels_for_cd s.htm
http://www.gallup.com/poll/17599/parental-advisory-labels-dont-stick-teens.aspx 
The V-Chip and Movie Ratings: Controlling access to violence and objectionable content in the Media: 
http://www.fcc.gov/vchip 
Book Banning: 
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/bannedbooksweek/index.cfm http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/oif/ifissues/censorshipschools.cfm 
12. Who is in favor of these limitations on freedom of speech? 
13. Why are they in favor of them? 
14. Who is opposed? 
15. Why are they opposed? 
16. Which side do you agree with? Why? 
