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“The Earth on Turtle’s Back” (Onondaga)

“When Grizzlies Walked Upright” (Modoc)

from The Navajo Origin Legend (Navajo)

Literary Analysis: Origin Myths and Archetypes

      Origin myths are traditional stories that recount the origins of earthly life. Passed down from generation to generation, these myths often explain such phenomena as the beginning of human life, the customs and religious rites of a people, the creation of natural landmarks, and events beyond a people’s control.

      Archetypes are patterns in literature found throughout the world. Many cultures have a trickster character that represents the world’s ability to fool us, a mysterious guide who represents the belief that there are forces in the world to help us on quests, and so forth.
DIRECTIONS: Complete the first three boxes in Chart 1 below by explaining briefly on the right

how each phenomenon on the left came into being. In Chart 2, identify on the right the character

that represents the archetype identified on the left and the myth in which it appears. Review each

selection for help.
Chart 1
	Selection and Phenomenon
	Explanation

	“The Earth on Turtle’s Back”:

the world


	

	“When Grizzlies Walked Upright”:

Mount Shasta, beaver, otter, fish,

birds, grizzly bears


	

	from The Navajo Origin Legend:

man, woman


	


Chart 2
	Archetype
	Character That Represents the

Archetype

	1. the small, determined character whose

courage saves the day


	

	2. the disobedient child


	

	3. the being made up of two races


	

	4. source of nutrients
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