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The Writing Center
Parenthetical Documentation

Any information that you paraphrase, summarize, or quote directly from a source must be parenthetically documented within the body of your paper.  

The information in your parenthetical references in the text must match the corresponding information in the entries in your list of Works Cited.

In the simplified MLA (Modern Language Association) research paper format, each reference citing a source has only two parts:

1) the name of the source’s author and 

2) the page number on which the information is found. ______________________________________________________________________________

· The name and the page number are written in parentheses, in the body of the research, directly after the information to be credited.

Example:
(Macrorie 153) [one author]

· The same form is used for books, newspaper articles, and articles from periodicals or electronic sources.  If a source has more than one author, the following forms are used:

Examples:

(Winterowd and Murray 278) [two authors]

(Kells, Smith, and Olin 72) [three authors]

(Thomas et al. 23-24) [four or more authors]

· If more than one source by the same author is to be cited, an abbreviated form of the title is also included:

Examples:

(Hemingway, Old Man 71)                Use Old Man rather than The Old Man and the Sea.

(Hemingway, Sun Also 86)
        Use Sun Also rather than The Sun Also Rises.
· When no author is given for a source, use a shortened form of the title in parenthetical reference:
Example: 

(“Young Again” 21)        
         Use “Young Again” rather than “Young Again in My Mind”.
For complete titles and publication data, readers can turn to the Works Cited page located at the end of the research paper.

· If the author’s name is used to introduce a quotation or other reference, only the page number is cited:

Example: 

Groh claims that students find the new MLA reference format “less complicated and easier to type” (32).

· Sentence punctuation follows parenthetical documentation:

Example:

“According to many English instructors, a neat paper—especially one that is typed 

makes a better impression” (Lang and Anderson 422-423). [period is after parenthetical]

· End quotations marks, however, are placed before the parenthetical reference:

Example: 

“Today, businesses are more conscious than ever of the need for “people who can communicate well—on paper and face to face” (Miller 11). [period is after parenthetical]

· For indented quotations (4 lines or more--indent 10 spaces), place the reference after the final punctuation mark:

Example:

Morse maintains that a good education is essential for career success:

Gone are the days when an eighth grade education was 

sufficient.  Most employers now require a high school diploma, 

and some even demand a bachelor’s degree for entry level 

jobs. In order to make more money, education after high school is a must. (313)  
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   can assist you with MLA.
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Preparing the List of Works Cited and/or Works Consulted 

according to MLA guidelines.

Research papers written at Gateway High School will require bibliographies that will be headed Works Cited or Works Consulted.  The entries for either heading are written in exactly the same way.  But the different heading does indicate a slightly different purpose for each list.

Works Cited tells the reader that every listed source has been used directly (paraphrased, summarized, quoted) in the text, and that each time that it was used, specific parenthetical documentation was given.

Works Consulted tells the reader that the sources in the list are NOT parenthetically cited in the paper.  They have been studied but were NOT directly used.

The formatting of the Works Cited and Works Consulted pages is identical:

· The lists are ALWAYS alphabetized and NEVER numbered. 

· A 1 inch margin should be used for top, bottom, left, and right margins.

· Your last name and the running page number (header) should appear in the right hand corner with a ½ inch margin.

· The page should be labeled either Works Cited or Works Consulted and double-spaced.

· If your source information goes beyond one line, you should indent the second line. 

· You should use 12 point, Times New Roman font.
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can assist you with MLA.
Example of a first page in MLA 2009 format:
Doe 1

John Doe

Mrs. Smith

Composition

2 December 2008
The Corruption Behind Cloning


Imagine a world in which every single creature contained the exact same features and qualities: hair color, eye color, feet, eyes, teeth, and noses.  Now picture a world suffering a tremendous plague, engulfed with enough animals that one could not even detect a small patch of land.  Although these particular situations seem rather impossible, cloning could potentially make one or both of these nightmares a horrifying reality.  Useless and corrupt, cloning should be banned because it distorts one’s view of humanity, it is ethically and morally wrong, and it disagrees with various religious beliefs.


In all instances, cloning illustrates its true uselessness and corruption by distorting one’s view of humanity.  First, human cloning disregards the idea of a human being, and it defies human uniqueness in general.  Madigan comments in his discussion, “Cloning robs persons of their God-given uniqueness and dignity.  Persons are more than the product of their genes” (9).  By stealing personal qualities from humans, cloning could potentially result in an extremely homogenous race, which would detriment the world’s variety of individual attributes and characteristics.  Secondly, people underestimate the costs of cloning because they fail to realize that it would alter the way human beings view themselves.  Another author notes that “If human cloning is allowed, people will gradually lose the belief that each individual is a valuable member of society; instead, humans will see themselves as products or commodities” (O’Neill 76).  Revealing its utter cruelty to human beings, cloning would not only change how people see themselves, but it would also convince humans that they are worthless because they would forgo

Example of a Works Cited page in MLA 2009 format:

Smith 1
Works Cited

"Blueprint Lays Out Clear Path for Climate Action." Environmental Defense Fund. Environmental Defense Fund. 8 May 2007. Web. 24 May 2009.

Dean, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." New York Times 22 May 2007: n.p. SIRS Researcher. ProQuest CSA LLC. Web. 25 May 2009.

Gowdy, John. "Avoiding Self-organized Extinction: Toward a Co-evolutionary Economics of Sustainability." International Journal of Sustainable Development and World Ecology 2007: 27-36. Print.

An Inconvenient Truth. Dir. Davis Guggenheim. Perf. Al Gore, Billy West. Paramount, 2006. DVD.

Leroux, Marcel. Global Warming: Myth Or Reality?: The Erring Ways of Climatology. New York: Springer, 2005. Print.

Milken, Michael, et al. "On Global Warming and Financial Imbalances." New Perspectives Quarterly 2006: 63. Print.
Nordhaus, William D. "After Kyoto: Alternative Mechanisms to Control Global Warming." American Economic Review 2006: 31-34. Print.

---. "Global Warming Economics." Science 9 Nov. 2001: 1283-84. Science Online. Alexander Publishing, Inc. Web. 24 May 2009.

Shulte, Bret. "Putting a Price on Pollution." Usnews.com. US News & World. 6 May 2007. Web. 24 May 2009.

Uzawa, Hirofumi. Economic Theory and Global Warming. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2003. Print.
MLA Formats for Citing Sources
· On the following pages, you will find the MLA formats for the most frequently used source types available in our library. These pages do not contain all of the formats outlined in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed. If you use a source not listed in these pages, consult a copy of MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed. 
· Each format guide demonstrates two options for a MLA citation—print materials and database materials. In modern research, every print source type (books, magazines, newspapers, etc.) is also available in a database for electronic access. Databases offer researchers a duplicated, digital version of the print source. Our subscription databases offer you a wide variety of these material types. In order to create a correct MLA citation for a database source, you need to follow the guidelines for the print material and add the information for the database so that everyone receives credit for the information.

To Use This Guide: 

· Determine the source type that you are citing. Is your source an encyclopedia article, a book, a subject specific reference book, a magazine article, etc.?

· Determine the format of the source—print or electronic from a database.

· Find the correct MLA guide and follow the directions.

Changes in MLA Formatting (7TH EDITION):
· No more underlining. MLA now requires italicizing the titles of independently published works (e.g. books, magazine titles, newspaper titles, etc.). 
· No more URLs. Unless a website is not easily found by searching for it on a search engine or the publisher requires that all citations list the web address, the URL address is no longer required as part of an online work's citation. 
· Identification of the publication medium.  Every citation will include a word describing its format. Some examples include Print, CD, TV, and Web. 
· More abbreviations. Instead of writing nothing when citing a source that has no publisher, date published, or page numbers, you now write n.p. (for no publisher), n.d. (for no date), and n.pag. (for no pagination). 
MLA Formatting Quick Tips
1. MLA Tip: Do not use the recommended citation found at the end of a printout from a database.

2. MLA Tip: Watch your punctuation. Place all periods, commas, colons, quotation marks, etc. just as you see them in the MLA formats and examples.

3. MLA Tip: Two or More Works by the Same Author(s) 
When citing two or more sources by the same author, give the name in the first entry only. For the next entries, type three hyphens, add a period, and skip a space (---.)--then give the title. The three hyphens stand for the name(s) in the preceding entry. 

Scott, Susan. Exploring Hanauma Bay. Honolulu: U of Hawaii P, 1993. Print. 

---. Plants and Animals of Hawaii. Honolulu: Bess Press, 1991. Print. 

4. MLA Tip: To locate all the information needed for a correct MLA citation, look at the following places:
· Title page and verso (back) of the title page of book sources

· Computer screen and printout

· Title page and cover of a magazine

1. General Encyclopedias:



Article Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Title of the Encyclopedia. 
Edition. Print.


If the article comes from a database, then ADD the following information instead of Print:

Title of Database. Name of the On-line Service or Publishing Company. Web. Date you visited 
the site.

Examples: Print Encyclopedia

Perkins, Barbara M. “John Steinbeck.” The World Book Encyclopedia. 1997 ed. Print.
“Ferris Wheel.” The World Book Encyclopedia. 1999 ed. Print.
Examples: Database Encyclopedia (with author and without author)

French, Warren C. “Steinbeck, John.” Encyclopedia Americana. 3rd ed. 2000. Grolier Online. 
Scholastic Library Publishing. Web. 27 May 2009.

“Roller Coaster.” Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia. 2007 ed. Grolier Online. Scholastic Library 
Publishing. Web. 17 Aug. 2008.

  

2. Books:


Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of the Book. City of Publication: Publishing Company, 

Copyright Year. Print.

If the article comes from a database, then ADD the following information instead of Print:

Title of Database. Name of the On-line Service or Publishing Company. Web. Date you visited 

the site.

Example: Print—Single Author

Jacques, Charles J., Jr. Kennywood: Roller Coaster Capital of the World. Vestal, NY: Vestal, 
1982. Print.

Examples: Print—Multiple Authors

Bush, Lee O., and Richard F. Hershey. Conneaut Lake Park: The First 100 Years of Fun. 
Fairview Park, OH: Amusement Park Books, 1992. Print.

Bush, Lee O., et al. Conneaut Lake Park: The First 100 Years of Fun. Fairview Park, OH: 

Amusement Park Books, 1992. Print.

Examples: Database Source (One Author and Three Authors)
Benson, Jackson J. Looking for Steinbeck’s Ghost. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 
1988. NetLibrary. OCLC Online Computer Library Center. Web. 17 Aug. 2007.

Stone, Lynn M., Don B. Wilmeth, and John Smith. Roller Coasters. New York: Rourke 
Publishing, 2002. Book Collection: Nonfiction. EBSCO. Web. 19 Aug. 2009.
3. Subject Specific Reference Books:


Article Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Title of the Reference Book. Editor. 

Edition. Volume Number. City of Publication: Publishing Company. Copyright year. 
Print.


If the article comes from a database, then ADD the following information instead of Print:

Title of Database. Name of the On-line Service or Publishing Company. Web. Date you visited 

the site.

Example: Print—NO author
“John Steinbeck.” American Writers. Ed. Leonard Unger. Vol. 4. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1974. Print.

Example: Print—Two Authors and No Editor

Corben, Herbert C., and Bernard Goodman. “Motion Sickness.” McGraw Hill Encyclopedia of 
Science and Technology. 8th ed. Vol. 14. New York: McGraw Hill, 1997. Print.
Example: Database Sources

“John (Ernst) Steinbeck.” Contemporary Authors Online. New York: Gale, 2004. Contemporary 
Authors. Thomson Gale. Web. 20 Aug. 2006.
McQuillan, Melissa. “Picasso, Pablo.” The Dictionary of Art. Ed. Jane Turner. New York: 
Prentice, 1996. Grove Art Online. Oxford UP. Web. 4 Sept. 2002.

“Madonna.” Current Biography: World Musicians. New York: H.W. Wilson, 1998. Biography 
Reference Bank. H.W. Wilson, Co. Web. 20 Aug. 2006.
4. Magazine Articles:


Article Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Magazine Title Magazine Date: Page 

Numbers. Print.


If the article comes from a database, then ADD the following information instead of Print:

Title of Database. Name of the On-line Service or Publishing Company. Web. Date you visited 

the site.

Examples: Print Magazine Articles

Elder, S. “Steinbeck, Reborn.” Vogue Oct. 1992: 170+. Print.

Minton, Eric. “Thrills and Chills.” Psychology Today May/June 1999: 60 +. Print.

Examples: Database Magazine Articles

Horgan, Mary Kate. “The Big Queasy: Getting Over Coaster Phobia.” Good Housekeeping July 
        1999: 146-148. MasterFILE Premier. EBSCO. Web. 17 Nov. 1999.

Water, Harry F. “Those Roller Coaster Thrills.” Newsweek 29 Aug. 1988: 66. SIRS Researcher. 
        ProQuest CSA LLC. Web. 17 Nov. 1999.


5. Newspaper Articles:


Article Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Title of the Newspaper Date of the 

Newspaper, Edition: Page Numbers. Print.


If the article comes from a database, then ADD the following information instead of Print:

Title of Database. Name of the On-line Service or Publishing Company. Web. Date you visited 

the site.

Example: Print Newspaper Article—No Edition
Meyers, Bill. “Need for Speed Leads Engineer to Roller Coasters.” USA Today 20 Sept. 1999: 
4B. Print.

Example: Database Newspaper Article

Rayan, Sheila. “Wheee…or Why Your Belly Does Flips When You Ride a Roller Coaster.” 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 7 May 1999: np. SIRS Discoverer. ProQuest CSA 
LLC. Web. 17 Nov. 1999.



6. General Dictionaries:


Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Title of the Dictionary. Edition. Copyright 
Year. Print.
Example: No Author

“Amusement Park.” The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. 3rd ed. 1992. 
Print.

Example: No Author and publication year as edition

“Ferris Wheel.” Webster’s New Universal Unabridged Dictionary. 1992 ed. Print. 

7. Graphics and Images from a Database:

Artist’s Last Name, First Name. Object Name or Number. Date of File. Title of Database. 

Name of On-line Service or Publishing Company. Web. Date you visited the site.

Examples:

Puskar, Gene J. King Kahuna. 24 May 2004. AccuNet/A.P. Multimedia Archive. AccuWeather, 
Inc. Web. 27 Aug. 2004.

Greenblatt, Bill. Imhl157573. 3 May 2001. Image Collection. EBSCO. Web. 20 Aug. 2006.


8. Interview:


Interviewee’s Last Name, First Name. Type of Interview. Date.


Example:

Cadman, Patricia. Telephone Interview. 10 Oct. 2009.

9. Professional/Scholarly Website:


Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of the Article.” Title of the Site. Editor. Copyright year 
or Date of last update. Sponsoring Institution. Web. Date you visited the site.


Example: Professional Site (no author, no editor)

“21 Injured in Six Flags Coaster Accident.” CNN. com. 6 Aug. 2002. Cable News Network.  
Web. 9 Sept. 2004.
10.  Film:
Title of Movie. Director’s Name. Main Actors’/Actresses’ Names. Name of the Production 

Company, The Year the Movie was released. Film.


Example:
The Usual Suspects. Dir. Bryan Singer. Perf. Kevin Spacey, Gabriel Byrne, Chazz Palmenteri, 

Stephen Baldwin, and Benecio del Toro. Polygram, 1995. Film. 

11.  Song:
Last Name of the Artist, First Name of the Artist. "The Song Title." Title of the 

Album. Recording Company, Year the Album was Released. CD. 


Example:
Counting Crows. "Mr. Jones." August and Everything After. DGC, 1993. CD.
12.  Anthology:
Author’s Last Name, First name. "Title of Essay, Poem, etc." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's 

Name(s). Place of Publication: Publishing Company, Copyright Year. Page range of 
entry. Print.

Example:
Kincaid, Jamaica. "Girl." The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories. Ed. 
Tobias Wolff. New York: Vintage, 1994. 306-07. Print.
13.  A Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph (retrieved from ARTstor or another subscription database)
Artist’s Last Name, First name. Title. Year of Composition. Name of Museum or Current 
Location, City. Database Name. Web. Date you visited the site.

Example: 

Hopper, Edward. House by the Railroad. 1925. Museum of Modern Art, New York City. 
ARTstor. Web. 9 Feb. 2008.
[image: image5.png]



Period is before parenthetical





Find the author at the end of the article





Add publication medium—Print at end





MLA Tip: Sources like MSN Encarta are available for free on the internet, and it should be cited as a website, not a database. Wikipedia is NOT a valid source for research!!





MLA Tip: Watch your punctuation. Place all periods, commas, colons, and quotation marks just as you see them in the MLA formats and examples.





Find at bottom of the title page





For multiple authors, see examples below





1st American city from title page—city and state if not a familiar city





Add publication medium—Print at end





If listed, give the editor’s name with the correct abbreviation—Ed. John Doe. If not given, skip it!





Add publication medium—Print at end





If listed on the title page, give the edition as a number followed by the abbreviation—ed. Example: 1st ed. If not given, skip it.





If no author, skip it!





Add publication medium—Print at end





Write date as Day Month Year               Example: 10 Oct. 2009








Use + to indicate non-consecutive page numbers. Use a hyphen to indicate consecutive page numbers.                    Example: 53-59





MLA Tip: Not sure if it is a magazine article? Look for clues: The date should include a month and year. Remember that weekly magazines will include a day.





MLA Tip: If you go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.time.com" �www.time.com� or any printed magazines’ website, it is NOT the same as using the article from a database that reproduces the original article as it was first published. Anything from a website should be cited as a website.





If no author, skip it!





Write date as Day Month Year               Example: 10 Oct. 2003





Add publication medium—Print at end





Found at top of front page.                              Use abbreviation ed.                                        Examples: Morning ed., South ed.                         If not given, skip it!





List both page number and section letter. Example: 8D





MLA Tip: Not sure if it is a newspaper article? Look for clues: The titles of newspapers can contain words like:  gazette, chronicle, times, post, sentinel, tribune, herald, news, courier, or dispatch. Often, databases will not list the original page numbers on which the article appeared. Use np to indicate no pages listed.





MLA Tip: If you go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.post-gazette.com" �www.post-gazette.com� or any printed newspapers’ website, it is NOT the same as using the article from a database that reproduces the original article as it was first published. Anything from a website should be cited as a website. 





If the edition is given on the title page, use it followed by the abbreviation ed. If it is not given, only put the copyright year with the abbreviation ed. Always use the most recent copyright year from the verso (back) of the title page.





If no author, skip it!





Add publication medium—Print at end





MLA Tip:  A source like www. Dictionary.com must be cited as a website. 





Add publication medium—Wed 





MLA Tip: Images copied from a website must be cited as a website.                  CAUTION: Try to obtain your images from databases or websites that give you permission to download or copy their images.





There are 3 types of interviews: Personal Interview, Telephone Interview, E-mail Interview





Date the interview was conducted.                Day Month Year                                           Example: 10 Oct. 2009





MLA Tips: 


This type of website is sponsored by a corporation, organization, or academic institution.


These pages are posted to disseminate information, not to advertise a company, an individual person, or group agenda.





Add publication medium--Web





Add publication medium—Film or DVD at end.





Add publication medium—CD, i-Pod, etc. at end





Add Publication medium—Print at end





Add publication medium—Web 
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